
Stream Ecology and Instream Flows
Definition:

1) A Stream (=River=Creek=“Crick”=Brook) is 
a narrow area of land where water and other 
materials flow.

2) Steam ecology is the study of how the living 
components of a stream interact with the non- 
living components and each other.

3) Instream flow refers to the amount of water 
in the stream at any time. 





Physical Properties of streams

• Gradient
• Temperature
• Salinity
• pH

Stream Transport Dimensions
• Longitudinal

• Vertical

• Lateral

• Temporal









Erosion zone

Transition zone

Depositional 
zone
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